
Plastic Components Inc. is 
changing hands for the second 
time in � ve years.

The Germantown, Wis., injec-
tion molder, which has made 
Plastics News’ Best Places to 
Work list for eight consecutive 
years, now is owned by Rosti 
Group AB of Malmö, Sweden.

PCI makes engineered parts 
for the medical, plumbing, pool 
and aquatics, small engine and 
automotive markets. PCI CEO and 
President Derrill Rice said in a 
Jan. 4 email interview that Rosti 
shares PCI’s vision for scienti� c 
molding and innovation, such as 

PCI’s patented lights-out manu-
facturing design that allows it to 
run a facility 24/7 without human 
operators.

Rosti, a contract injection 
molder founded in 1944, has 
eight plants in Germany, En-
gland, Poland, Romania, Turkey, 

China and Malaysia. It serves the 
packaging, medical, automotive 
and consumer goods industries. 

The company opened a 3D ad-
ditive printing lab in Boston last 
year to offer prototypes with a 
72-hour turnaround. Rosti has 
been searching for a U.S. partner 
for about three years, Rice said.

That lab, as well as the PCI pur-
chase, are part of Rosti’s efforts 
to broaden its U.S. customer 
base. That plan should work out 
well for both companies, Rice 
said. PCI customers’ responses 
have been “overwhelmingly pos-
itive,” he added.

“We have multinational cus-
tomers asking us for solutions in  
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Plastics News has named � ve � nalists for the 2021 
Processor of the Year award: Comar LLC, MMI En-
gineered Solutions Inc., Proto Labs Inc., PTI Engi-
neered Plastics Inc. and Teel Plastics LLC.

Three of the companies — Comar, MMI and PTI — are 
repeat � nalists. 

All were considered essential businesses and stayed open 
through the pandemic. In fact, all � ve companies played im-
portant roles in battling COVID-19, making personal protec-
tive equipment and important medical products.

All � ve companies are injection molders but also have sig-
ni� cant additional plastics operations. Comar and MMI also 
do blow molding. Both MMI and PTI have large tooling oper-
ations. Teel is well known for its custom extrusion business; 
injection molding is a newer area of specialization.

Proto Labs, which in of� cial messaging is known as Pro-
tolabs, started as an injection molder, but it is now known 
as a prototyping and digital manufacturing specialist, with 
mold making and 3D printing operations.

Processor of the Year candidates are judged on seven  
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A California government com-
mission tasked with improving re-
cycling is asking the state’s attor-
ney general and other agencies, 
for the � rst time, to crack down 
on what it says are illegal environ-
mental labeling claims on plastic 
bags and � lm.

The California Statewide Com-
mission on Recycling Markets 
and Curbside Recycling sent a 
letter in December to the agency 
CalRecycle and Attorney General 
Rob Bonta saying that its review 
of recycling messages on bags 
and � lm turned up dozens of vi-
olations of state and federal laws.

Speci� cally, the commission 
said that claims about recyclabili-
ty, including using versions of the 
popular chasing arrows symbol, 
confuse consumers and make 
them think, incorrectly, that the 
� exible plastic materials can be 
recycled in regular curbside bins. 
It wants the state to require those 
labels to be removed.

But the commission’s propos-
al is drawing pushback from the 
industry, which points to popu-
lar labels like the How2Recycle 
system as helping to educate 
the public about when materi-
als can be put in curbside bins 
and when, as in the case for bags 
and � lm, they should be taken to 
store drop-off locations.

They argue that removing the 
recycling labeling altogether will 
send more plastic to land� lls 
and harm in-store bag recycling 
efforts. And they say that their 
labels comply with federal and 
state laws. 

The commission sent a letter 
to CalRecycle and Bonta Dec. 3 
giving 80 examples  of companies 
selling � exible plastic packaging 
in the state with recyclability 
claims it said violate laws — nam-
ing speci� c retailers, brands and 
plastics � rms.

“Based on existing Califor-
nia law, it is our opinion that  
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recyclability

labeling
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Sweden’s Rosti buys Plastic Components Inc.
By Jeannie Reall

Plastics News Correspondent Rosti Group AB of 
Malmö, Sweden, has 
purchased Plastic 
Components Inc., a 
Germantown, Wis.-based 
injection molder.
Rosti Group AB photo
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criteria: �nancial performance, 
quality, customer relations, em-
ployee relations, environmental 
performance, industry/public ser-
vice and technological innovation. 

Plastics News editors will visit 
all the �nalists in person. All �ve 
�nalists will be honored at the 
2022 Executive Forum, scheduled 
for March 21-23 in Naples, Fla. 

The winner will be pro�led in 
the April 4 print edition of PN. The 
2021 PN Excellence Award win-
ners will be pro�led in the April 
11 issue.

The 2020 winner was Plastek 
Industries Inc., a. packaging mold-
ing specialist and mold maker 
based in Erie, Pa.

Here’s a description of each �-
nalist, in alphabetical order:

A year of growth
for Comar

Comar was founded in 1949, 
originally as a glass manufacturer. 
From the beginning, it had a stake 
in the health care sector, which is 
its largest market today. The com-
pany was founded by current CEO 
Michael Ruggieri’s grandfather. 

Comar sold the glass business 
in 2006 to focus on plastics. 

In its submission, Comar said 
signi�cant investments in people 
and manufacturing assets have 
the business “poised for an ex-
ceptional future.”

On the COVID front, Comar is a 
leading supplier of custom rigid 
packaging for wet wipes, a prod-
uct that was in heavy demand in 
2020 and 2021. It makes medical 
products that have been in high 
demand as well.

The company has 11 manufac-
turing facilities and more than 
1,100 employees, all in North 
America. The most recent expan-
sion came via acquisition: On Dec. 
28, Comar announced that it has 
purchased Omega Packaging, a La 
Mirada, Calif.-based injection and 
blow molder that serves the phar-
maceutical, nutraceutical, sports 
nutrition and skin care markets.

Prior to that deal, the company 
has been expanding organical-
ly. In 2021, it was busy building 
new plants in Rancho Cucamon-
ga, Calif., and Vineland, N.J., plus 
it moved into a larger facility in 
West Bend, Wis.

Comar, which is based in Voor-
hees, N.J., was a Processor of the 
Year �nalist in 2020. The com-
pany also won the 2020 PN Ex-
cellence Award for industry and 
public service.

MMI invests 
in training 

Saline, Mich.-based MMI Engi-
neered Solutions was a �nalist for 
the Processor of the Year trophy 
in 2019 and 2020 and is back for a 
third time in 2021. 

In its 2021 submission, the com-
pany highlighted creative ways 
it is dealing with labor shortages 
and changing regulations, includ-
ing government rules related to 
COVID-19. MMI has dealt with the 
changing market by investing in 
new equipment, training and qual-
ity resources.

“The challenges of 2021 con-

tinue to be sig-
ni�cant, but as 
we have seen 
in the past our 
e m p l o y e e s 
have risen to 
meet [these] 
c h a l l e n g e s 
head on,” MMI 
of�cials wrote. 
“During 2021, 
we have gained 
new business, 
grown as a 

company and remained focused 
on our customers, our employees 
and our future.”

To address a skills shortage in 
the labor market, MMI contracted 
with Guiness Technologies — a 
training �rm headed by two pro-
fessors from Ferris State Universi-
ty’s Plastics Engineering Technol-

ogy program — to provide more 
than 30 new employees with in-
jection molding basic training.

The company does injection 
molding and blow molding of au-
tomotive parts in plants in Saline 
and Warren, Mich., and in Monter-
rey, Mexico. MMI also designs and 
makes molds in-house.

Owner, President and CEO 
Doug Callahan considers MMI’s 
in-house toolmaking to be a com-
petitive advantage, since it allows 
the company to rapidly respond 
to customer needs.

A digital 
manufacturing pioneer

Protolabs, based in Maple Plain, 
Minn., is a �rst-time Processor of 
the Year �nalist and still a rela-

tively young 
company.

The �rm was 
founded as 
Protomold Co. 
Inc. in 1999 and 
was an early 
adopter of digi-
tal manufactur-
ing technology. 
Founder Larry 
Lukis believed 
that the time 
needed to man-

ufacture injection molded parts 
could be radically reduced with 
the integration of complex soft-
ware to automate the process.

Protolabs is the only publicly 
traded Processor of the Year �nal-
ist this year. It held an initial pub-
lic offering in 2012.

Today, Protolabs offers 16 man-
ufacturing processes, which fall 
under four main service offerings: 
3D printing, injection molding, 
sheet metal fabrication and com-
puter numerically controlled ma-
chining. Protolabs makes more 
than 5 million parts per month 
and operates a dozen facilities 
across �ve countries.

Protolabs’ speed-to-market ca-
pabilities were vital during the 
pandemic, as it was able to quick-
ly prototype and help commer-
cialize COVID-related products.

“Protolabs also had an ad-
vantage during the pandemic 
by building up a robust and di-
verse supply chain over the last 
20 years,” the company wrote in 
its submission. “We are able to 
source our raw materials, resins 
and metals while not being lim-
ited to a single point of supply 
chain failure. With that, our in-

ventory levels did not cause any 
disruption at the height of the 
pandemic.”

In 2021, the company promoted 
Rob Bodor to the CEO role, replac-
ing longtime CEO Vicki Holt, who 
retired. Bodor joined Protolabs in 
2012 and was most recently vice 
president and general manager 
for the Americas.

PTI focuses on design, 
tooling and molding

Macomb, Mich.-based PTI Engi-
neered Plastics was a �nalist for 
the 2019 Processor of the Year 
award, and it is back as a �nalist 
for the 2021 award.

When Mark Rathbone founded 
the company in 1984, PTI Engi-
neered Plastics operated under 
the name of Proto-Tech Indus-
tries and focused on functional 
prototype molds and injection 
molded samples. 

The current name came in 1987, 
to re�ect how the company had 
become a turnkey manufacturing 
operation. A major change came 
in 2010 when PTI expanded its de-
sign capabilities with the launch 
of an in-house design studio that 
specializes in product innovation 
and development.

Today, PTI is a custom injection 
molder serving a diverse custom-
er base, including medical, auto-
motive, defense/aerospace and 
commercial/consumer products 
companies. The company special-
izes in low-volume complex parts.

The company is well known in 
the Macomb County area, north 
of Detroit, for being active in the 
community. As an example, PTI 

is a regular 
participant in 
Manufacturing 
Day, a nation-
wide initiative 
designed to 
increase aware-
ness about the 
vital role manu-
facturing plays 
in the economy. 
Each year, the 
company hosts 
high school stu-

dents, giving them an overview in 
design, tooling, manufacturing and 
secondary services.

Rathbone, who is the company’s 
CEO, said PTI’s growth has brought 
both challenges and rewards.

“I can proudly say that I still 
have many employees that have 
been with me for 30 or more years. 
I’m also honored to say that about 
some of my customers,” he wrote 
in the company’s submission. “In 
any business, a relationship with 
your employees and customers is 
the key to success; without those, 
you just have an empty building.”

Swab sticks put a 
spotlight on Teel

In 2021, Teel Plastics president 
and chief commercial of�cer Tom 
Thompson was tasked with tre-
mendous responsibility: to rapid-
ly expand capacity to make swab 
stick handles for COVID-19 diag-
nostic test kits.

“Teel’s longtime customer, Puri-
tan Medical Products of Guilford, 
Maine, was asked in March 2020 
by Vice President Mike Pence’s 
of�ce to increase test kit produc-
tion. In response, Teel adjusted 
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Comar, which is based 
in Voorhees, N.J., was 
a Processor of the Year 
�nalist in 2020. The 
company also won the 
2020 PN Excellence Award 
for industry and public 
service. Comar LLC photo

MMI Engineered Solutions was a �nalist for the Processor of the 
Year trophy in 2019 and 2020 and is back for a third time in 2021.
MMI Engineered Solutions Inc. photo

Protolabs, based in Maple 
Plain, Minn., is a �rst-time 
Processor of the Year 
�nalist. Protolabs photo

PTI Engineered Plastics 
was a �nalist for the 2019 
Processor of the Year 
award, and it is back as a 
�nalist for the 2021 award.
PTI Engineered Plastics Inc. photo

The 2021 Processor of the Year will be the 27th 
company to earn the trophy. Plastics News has named 
a winner each year since 1996, and there was a tie for the top 
honor in 2002.

The winning Processor of the Year will be announced at the 
Plastics News Executive Forum, scheduled for March 21-23 in 
Naples, Fla.

The winners of the three PN Excellence awards will also be 
named at the event. Those awards honor processors that excel 
in one of three Processor of the Year criteria: customer relations, 
employee relations and industry/public service.

Award �nalists can be a company or an operating division — 
public or private — that has been engaged in plastics processing 
in North America for at least �ve years.

Previous Processor of the Year winners are not eligible to 
win again, but they are eligible instead for the PN Sustained 
Excellence award.

Callahan

Bodor

Rathbone
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ventory levels did not cause any 
disruption at the height of the 
pandemic.”

In 2021, the company promoted 
Rob Bodor to the CEO role, replac-
ing longtime CEO Vicki Holt, who 
retired. Bodor joined Protolabs in 
2012 and was most recently vice 
president and general manager 
for the Americas.

PTI focuses on design, 
tooling and molding

Macomb, Mich.-based PTI Engi-
neered Plastics was a � nalist for 
the 2019 Processor of the Year 
award, and it is back as a � nalist 
for the 2021 award.

When Mark Rathbone founded 
the company in 1984, PTI Engi-
neered Plastics operated under 
the name of Proto-Tech Indus-
tries and focused on functional 
prototype molds and injection 
molded samples. 

The current name came in 1987, 
to re� ect how the company had 
become a turnkey manufacturing 
operation. A major change came 
in 2010 when PTI expanded its de-
sign capabilities with the launch 
of an in-house design studio that 
specializes in product innovation 
and development.

Today, PTI is a custom injection 
molder serving a diverse custom-
er base, including medical, auto-
motive, defense/aerospace and 
commercial/consumer products 
companies. The company special-
izes in low-volume complex parts.

The company is well known in 
the Macomb County area, north 
of Detroit, for being active in the 
community. As an example, PTI 

is a regular 
participant in 
Manufacturing 
Day, a nation-
wide initiative 
designed to 
increase aware-
ness about the 
vital role manu-
facturing plays 
in the economy. 
Each year, the 
company hosts 
high school stu-

dents, giving them an overview in 
design, tooling, manufacturing and 
secondary services.

Rathbone, who is the company’s 
CEO, said PTI’s growth has brought 
both challenges and rewards.

“I can proudly say that I still 
have many employees that have 
been with me for 30 or more years. 
I’m also honored to say that about 
some of my customers,” he wrote 
in the company’s submission. “In 
any business, a relationship with 
your employees and customers is 
the key to success; without those, 
you just have an empty building.”

Swab sticks put a 
spotlight on Teel

In 2021, Teel Plastics President 
and Chief Commercial Of� cer 
Tom Thompson was tasked with 
tremendous responsibility: to 
rapidly expand capacity to make 
swab stick handles for COVID-19 
diagnostic test kits.

“Teel’s longtime customer, Puri-
tan Medical Products of Guilford, 
Maine, was asked in March 2020 
by Vice President Mike Pence’s 
of� ce to increase test kit produc-
tion. In response, Teel adjusted 

its schedules and priorities to 
increase production of the swab 
stick handles for the � ocked 
swabs used in Puritan’s test kits,” 
Teel said in its submission.

“Teel shortly began running 
them 24/7 and has produced ap-
proximately over 1.5 billion swabs 
sticks in the last 19-20 months.”

Teel substantially expanded 
swab capacity thanks to a U.S. 
Department of Defense contract 
awarded in October 2020, which 
the company used to buy nine 
new Arburg injection molding ma-
chines and two extruders focused 
on swab production. Teel added 
50 additional employees.

With a tip of the hat to Willy 
Wonka, Teel started a “Golden 
Ticket” program in 2021 that 
awards employees who refer a 
new hire to the company with a 
ticket that’s redeemable for cash 
or an extra full week of vacation.

Teel was established as Inse-
mikit Co., a specialty manufac-
turer and distributor of agricul-
tural implements and tools for 
the veterinary and the emerging 
livestock arti� cial insemination 
industry, in 1951.

In 2020, Teel 
was acquired 
by MPE Part-
ners, a private 
equity � rm, and 
became an LLC. 

While Bara-
boo, Wis.-based 
Teel Plastics 
has not been 
a Processor of 
the Year � nal-
ist, the compa-
ny did win the 

PN Excellence Award for industry 
and public service in 2019. 

Teel Plastics has not been 
a Processor of the Year 
� nalist, but the company 
did win the PN Excellence 
Award for industry and 
public service in 2019. 
Teel Plastics LLC photo

2020 — Plastek Industries Inc.
2019 — Intertech Plastics Inc.
2018 — MTD Micro Molding
2017 — Petoskey Plastics Inc.
2016 — Dymotek Corp.
2015 — Evco Plastics
2014 — Stihl Inc.
2013 —  Tech Molded 

Plastics Inc.
2012 — Hoffer Plastics Corp.
2011 — Steinwall Inc.
2010 — Plastikos Inc.
2009 — GW Plastics Inc.
2008 — Plastic Components Inc.
2007 —  Innovative Injection 

Technologies Inc.

2006 — Mack Molding Co.
2005 —  U.S. Farathane 

Corp.
2004 —  Miniature Precision 

Components Inc.
2003 — Unimark Plastics.
2002 — (tie) Tech Group Inc. 
and Precise Technology Inc.
2001 —  Cascade

Engineering Inc.
2000 — Tessy Plastics Corp.
1999 —  Royal Group 

Technologies Ltd.
1998 — Courtesy Corp.
1997 — Nypro Inc.
1996 — Bryan Custom Plastics

Previous winners

Rathbone

Thompson


